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[0001] The present application claims priority from U.S. Design Patent Application No. 

29/117,347, entitled "Lounge Chair Tanning Towel," the disclosure of which is incorporated 
5 herein by reference in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to the field of chair covers. More 

specifically, the invention relates to outdoor recreational chair covers. 
10 Description of Related Art 

[0003] Known chairs, for example, outdoor recreational chairs such as lounge chairs, 

pool chairs, deck chairs, or the like, may include a plastic, vinyl, or wood surface upon which a 

0 user of such recreational chairs may sit or lay. Alternatively, such plastic, vinyl, or wood 
J surfaces may be covered by a mattress, a pad, or the like, such that the user instead may sit or lie 
y 15 on the mattress or the pad. Nevertheless, such plastic, vinyl, or wood surfaces, or such 
§i mattresses or pads covering such surfaces, may become soiled during use or may become hot 

after prolonged exposure to the sun, or both. 

1 [0004] In order to reduce or prevent contact with the soiled or hot surface, the user may 
£f; drape a towel, such as a beach towel, bathroom towel, or the like, over the surface. Nevertheless, 
Ll 20 during use of the chair, at least a portion of the towel may move away from the sitting surface, 
D which may expose at least a portion of the soiled or hot surface. Consequently, in order to 

reduce or prevent contact with the soiled or hot surface during use, the user continually may have 
to readjust the towel. Similar problems may occur when using a towel to cover a mattress pad. 
[0005] Alternatively, some known recreational chairs may include a frame, which may 

25 support the surface, and the user may cover the surface with an external cover. For example, 
some known chair covers may include an elastic band or strap disposed around at least a portion 
of an outer edge of the cover, such that the cover may contact the frame, and the elastic band 
may cinch up the cover, which may allow the cover the conform to the shape of the chair. 
Moreover, the elastic band may reduce or prevent movement of the chair cover during use, such 

30 that the soiled or hot surface may not be exposed. Nevertheless, after prolonged use of such a 
cover, the cover may become soiled, and the user may wish to wash the cover. However, when 


DC01:300438 I 


PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 006910.2500 
such elastic bands are washed, the elastic band may shrink, become deformed, lose elasticity, or 
the like. Moreover, the elastic band may increase the difficulty of uniformly folding the chair 
cover after use because the corners of the chair cover may be rounded and the elastic band may 
pull the edges of the chair cover inward, such that the chair cover may have a non-uniform 
5 shape. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] Therefore, a need has arisen for chair covers that overcome these and other 

shortcomings of the related art. A technical advantage of the present invention is that contact by 
the user with a soiled or hot chair surface may be reduced or prevented. Another technical 
10 advantage of the present invention is that exposure of the user to the soiled or hot surface during 
use may be reduced or prevented. Yet another technical advantage of the present invention is 
that the chair cover may be washed without substantially reducing the effectiveness of the chair 

p. cover. Still another technical advantage of the present invention is that the chair cover may be 

% substantially uniformly folded after use. 

W 15 [0007] According to an embodiment of the present invention, a chair cover is described, 

gi The chair cover comprises a first cover surface, a second cover surface, and a non-elastic flap, 

t Le., a flap which does not comprise an elastic band. Moreover, the non-elastic flap is attached to 

y * 

s the second cover surface, in which the non-elastic flap and the second cover surface form a 

m pocket therebetween. 

Of 20 [0008] According to another embodiment of the present invention, a chair cover 

O comprises a first cover surface, a second cover surface, and a non-elastic flap. Moreover, the 

j - 

r ~ non-elastic flap is attached to the second cover surface, in which the non-elastic flap and the 
second cover surface form a pocket therebetween. In addition, at least a portion of the first cover 
surface and at least a portion of the second cover surface are disposed within the pocket. 

25 [0009] According to yet another embodiment of the present invention, a chair cover 

apparatus comprises chair cover, which comprises a first cover surface, a second cover surface, 
and a non-elastic flap. The non-elastic flap is attached to the second cover surface, in which the 
non-elastic flap and the second cover surface form a pocket therebetween. The chair cover also 
comprises at least one side pocket, which is attached to the first cover surface or the second 

30 cover surface. The chair cover apparatus further comprises a chair, which is adapted to receive 
the chair cover. Moreover, the chair has an upper end and a lower end, the pocket is disposed 
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over at least a portion of the upper end of the chair, the second cover surface may directly 
contact the chair, and the chair is positioned between the non-elastic flap and the second cover 
surface. 

[0010] Other objects, features, and advantages will be apparent to persons of ordinary 

5 skill in the art in view of the following detailed description of the invention and the 
accompanying drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] For a more complete understanding of the present invention, needs satisfied 

thereby, and objects, features, and advantages thereof, reference now is made to the following 
10 descriptions taken in connection with the accompanying drawings. 

[0012] Fig. 1 is a top view of a chair cover according to an embodiment of the present 

invention. 

[0013] Fig. 2 is a bottom view of a chair cover according to an embodiment of the 

present invention. 

15 [0014] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a chair cover apparatus according to an 

embodiment of the present invention. 

[0015] Fig. 4 is a top view of a rolled-up chair cover according to an embodiment of the 

present invention. 

[0016] Fig. 5 is a top view of a rolled-up and folded chair cover according to an 

^ 20 embodiment of the present invention. 

□ DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0017] Preferred embodiments of the present invention and their advantages may be 

understood by referring to Figs. 1-5, like numerals being used for like corresponding parts in the 
various drawings. 

25 [0018] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a chair cover 100 according to an embodiment of the 

present invention is described. Chair cover 100, may be fabricated from a towel material and 
may comprise a first cover surface 114 and a second cover surface 116. A towel may be 
manufactured from absorbent cloth or paper, or any material produced by weaving, knitting, or 
matting natural or synthetic fibers. Thus, chair cover 100 may be fabricated from any absorbent 

30 material produced by weaving, knitting, or matting natural or synthetic fibers. In an 
embodiment, first cover surface 114 may be a top surface of chair cover 100 and second cover 
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surface 1 16 may be a bottom surface of chair cover 100. Chair cover 100 further may comprise 
at least one first side pocket 1 12a, which may be attached to at least a portion of a first edge 1 18a 
of first cover surface 114, or alternatively, may be attached to at least a portion of a first edge 
120a of second cover surface 116. Chair cover 100 also may comprise at least one second side 
5 pocket 112b, which may be attached to at least a portion of a second edge 118b of first cover 
surface 114, or alternatively, may be attached to at least a portion of a second edge 120b of 
second cover surface 116. Moreover, in an embodiment, there may be four first side pockets 
112a, and there also may be four second side pockets 112b. Chair cover 100 further may 
comprise a first plurality of ties 110a, which may be attached to at least a portion of first edge 
10 1 18a of first cover surface 1 14 or alternatively, may be attached to at least a portion of first edge 
120a of second cover surface 116. Chair cover 100 also may comprise a second plurality of ties 
1 10b, which may be attached to at least a portion of second edge 1 1 8b of first cover surface 1 14, 
O or alternatively, may be attached to at least a portion of second edge 120b of second cover 
% surface 116. In a preferred embodiment, chair cover 100 may include a pair of first ties 1 10a and 
W 15 a pair of second ties 110b positioned on first edge 118a and second edge lib, respectively, 
fj! adjacent to a lower end 122a. 

t [0019] In each of the above-described embodiments of the present invention, chair cover 

^ 100 also may comprise a non-elastic flap 102, Le,, a flap which does not comprise an elastic 

3 band. In addition, at least a portion of non-elastic flap 102 may be attached to at least a portion 
Of 20 of second cover surface 116. For example, non-elastic flap 102 may be attached along a portion 
O of first edge 120a of second cover surface 116 and along a portion of second edge 120b of 
r second cover surface 1 16. Non-elastic flap 102 also may be attached along an upper edge 120c 

of second cover surface 1 16. Moreover, the attachment of non-elastic flap 102 and second cover 
surface 116 may form a packing pocket 104 therebetween, and also may form a plurality of 
25 corners 108 along upper edge 120c of second cover surface 116. For example, corners 108 may 
be square corners. In addition, non-elastic flap 102 may have a first flap surface 102a and a 
second flap surface 102b (shown in Fig. 4). When chair cover 100 is unfolded, first flap surface 
102b may be the exterior surface of packing pocket 104 and second flap surface 102b may be the 
interior surface of packing pocket 104. 
30 [0020] Referring to Fig. 3, in each of the above-described embodiments of the present 

invention, chair cover 100 also may comprise a chair 306, which may be adapted to receive chair 
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cover 100. Alternatively, a chair cover apparatus 300 may comprise chair cover 100 and chair 
306. For example, packing pocket 104 (not shown in Fig. 3) may be disposed over at least a 
portion of chair 306, such that chair 306 may be positioned between non-elastic flap 102 and 
second cover surface 1 16. In this embodiment, second cover surface 1 16 and second flap surface 
5 102b may directly contact chair 306. Moreover, chair 306 may comprise an upper end 306a and 
a lower end 306b, and packing pocket 104 may be disposed over upper end 306a of chair 306. In 
addition, when corners 108 are square corners, corners 108 may retain their substantially square 
shape when packing pocket 104 is disposed over chair 306. 

[0021] In this embodiment, when packing pocket 1 04 is disposed over upper end 306a of 

10 chair 306, first side pocket 112a may hang or drape over a portion of chair 306. For example, 
first side pocket 112a may hang or drape over a substantially middle portion (not numbered) of 
chair 306, such that a user of chair cover 100 may be able to reach any items stored in first side 
Q pocket 1 12a when laying or sitting on chair 306. Similarly, second side pocket 1 12b may hang 
3. or drape over a portion of chair 306 opposite first side pocket 112a. For example, second side 
W 15 pocket 1 12b may hang or drape over a substantially middle portion (not numbered) of chair 306, 
m such that a user of chair cover 100 may be able to reach any items stored in second side pocket 
il 112b when laying or sitting on chair 306. Moreover, in this embodiment, chair 306 further may 
s comprise a lower leg 308, having a first portion and a second portion. The first portion of lower 

m leg 308 may be positioned adjacent to first plurality of ties 110a, such that first plurality of ties 

Vi 20 110a may be tied around the first portion of lower leg 308. Similarly, the second portion of 

CP 

3 lower leg 308 may be positioned adjacent to second plurality of ties 110b, such that second 
^ plurality of ties 110b may be tied around the second portion of lower leg 308. Tying first 
plurality of ties 110a and second plurality of ties 110b around the first portion of lower leg 308 
and the second portion of lower leg 308, respectively, substantially may secure lower end 122a 
25 of chair cover 1 00 to lower end 306b of chair 306. 

[0022] Referring to Figs. 4 and 5, in each of the above-described embodiments of the 

present invention, when a chair cover, such as chair cover 100, is not disposed over a chair as 
shown in Fig. 3, chair cover 100 may be disposed within itself. Specifically, side pockets 112a 
and 1 12b may be folded inward, and a lower end 122a of chair cover 100 may be folded or rolled 
30 towards an upper end 122b of chair cover 100. When lower end 122a of chair cover 100 is 
folded or rolled towards upper end 122b of chair cover 100, pockets 112a and 112b may be 
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captured within folded or rolled chair cover 100. Moreover, as shown in Fig. 4, when lower end 
122a of chair cover 100 is within substantial proximity of upper end 122b of chair cover 100, 
e.g. , when lower end 122a of chair cover 100 reaches the opening of packing pocket 104, 
packing pocket 104 may be turned inside out, such that at least a portion of first cover surface 
5 1 1 4 and second cover surface 1 1 6 may be substantially disposed within packing pocket 1 04. 

[0023] In an embodiment, first cover surface 1 14, second cover surface 1 16, and pockets 

112a and 112b may be entirely disposed within packing pocket 104, such that at least a portion 
of first cover surface 1 14 and at least a portion of second cover surface 1 16 may contact first flap 
surface 102a. In addition, because pockets 112a and 112b may be entirely disposed within 
10 packing pocket 104, any items left inside pockets 112a and 112b also may be disposed within 
packing pocket 104. As shown in Fig. 5, a size of chair cover 100 further may be reduced by 
folding chair cover 100 after chair cover 100 has been disposed within itself. Moreover, in each 
O of the above-described embodiments of the present invention, chair cover 100 may be unfolded 
J! or unrolled onto chair 306 by disposing packing pocket 104 over chair 306 and pulling on those 
W 15 portions of chair cover 100 disposed within packing pocket 104, such that chair cover 100 may 
|l be removed from packing pocket 1 04 and unfolded onto chair 306. 

% [0024] While the invention has been described in connection with preferred 

* embodiments, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that other variations and 

P 

m modifications of the preferred embodiments described above may be made without departing 
S 20 from the scope of the invention. Other embodiments will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
CI the art from a consideration of the specification or practice of the invention disclosed herein. It 
is intended that the specification and the described examples are considered as exemplary only, 
with the true scope and spirit of the invention indicated by the following claims. 
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